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Khoudia Diop - The “Melanin Goddess” 
By: Afia Asamoah 

Last month was Women’s History Month, a full thirty-one 
days intended to commemorate the achievements and the 
overall existence of females worldwide. Several names come 
to mind when Women’s History Month is mentioned, but 
have you heard of Khoudia Diop, or, most famously known 
as, the Melanin Goddess? Twenty two-year old Senegalese 
model Khoudia Diop, who started modeling only three short 
years ago, has already accrued over 400,000 followers on 
Instagram. However, unlike many models and Instagram celebrities, Diop has one trait 
which she has reportedly called her crowning beauty -- her incredibly dark skin. 
Nicknamed the Dark- Skinned/Melanin Goddess, Khoudia Diop has become an internet 
sensation and is now the face of diversity in the beauty industry. Based in Paris, France 
she is a model for The Colored Girl, a modeling agency that celebrates women of all 
races, ethnicities, and body types.  
Unfortunately, being a stunning model and social media star isn’t as glamorous as it 
seems. Although the beauty industry today is more accepting of different skin tones, 
Khoudia Diop was the victim of bullying when she was younger because of her deep, 
dark skin. Diop recalls being called “Mother of the Stars,” by her fellow classmates when 
she was younger, because her skin was “as dark as the night.” In an interview with CNN, 
Diop states, “Even though my complexion is quite common in Senegal and many parts of 
Africa, I was teased for my dark skin.” While bullying can be detrimental to people of all 
ages, the insults and snide remarks intended to break this dark-skinned queen only made 
her stronger. Today, she is known worldwide for her stunning complexion and 
unbelievable willpower. According to the Melanin Goddess,“Diversity is what makes life 
interesting. All women should feel confident in the skin they're in -- everyone is beautiful 
in their own unique way, and the key is to realize that and celebrate it.”  

 
 
 

Footloose -- FMS On Stage 
By: Tabatha Alegria 
This past winter, dozens of SGS and HSC actors and dancers 
rehearsed week after week, preparing for their performances 
in Footloose, directed by Ms. Terry Seggio from SGS. 
Footloose is the story of high school student, Ren 
McCormack, played by students Harry Thompson-Vinson 
and Cormac McCarthy, who is shocked to learn that is new 
hometown has banned dancing and rock music. As he a tries 
to fit in as the new kid, he sets off a desperate attempt to 
change things. With help from his new friends, Willard Hewitt, 
played by Shrey Mehta and Aaryan Patel, and rebel Ariel Moore, 
played by Sabina Suresh and Rebecca Russo, he starts to accept this 
old- fashioned town. But Ariel’s powerful dad, Reverend Shaw 
Moore, played by Jack Bozinta, stands in the way. All the actors and 
actresses did an amazing job. The scenery, props, and choreography 
were incredible.  According to one of the actresses, 8th grader Thara 
Muhammed, “It was pretty fun to hang out with my friends and 
dance. We had lots of memories with the costumes and the props.” 
 

Looking Back at the Black History Month Assembly 
By: Afia Asamoah 
On February 22nd, FMS @ HSC hosted an incredible display of talent and culture -- our annual Black History Month assembly. The three period - long assembly 
consisted of several performances from the Diversity Club, Dance Department, and our very own students and staff members. It was an enjoyable time of music, 
dancing, a presentation from Ms. Sanders and the Diversity Club members, and even a fashion show, where students and a few teachers modeled traditional West 
African clothing. The three emcees for the assembly were Salome Mokuwa, Alpha Kallon, and Afia Asamoah. Thank you to all the staff and students who worked 
together to make the assembly a great success for our FMS @HSC community.  Here are some pictures of our festivities.  
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Congratulations, Ms. Monfasani -  
FMS Teacher of the Year  
By: Dhrumi Pandya  
Q: How did you feel when you were awarded the teacher of the year? 
A: I was completely shocked and overwhelmed.  
Q: How long have you been teaching at FMS @ HSC?  
A: I have taught in this building for twelve years. 
Q: What is your biggest 
accomplishment as a teacher and a 
coach? 
A: Receiving this award is my 
biggest accomplishment as a 
teacher. To be recognized by my 
colleagues is an honor. My biggest 
achievement here as a coach was 
coaching three undefeated, 
championship Girl’s Basketball 
teams. Those girls have gone on to 
become state champions at 
Franklin High School and most 
have gone on to play in college. I 
still keep in touch with many of 
them today. 
Q: What are some highlights from 
your time here? 
A: One of the biggest highlights is 
the success of our annual Breast 
Cancer Walk at FMS. We have 
donated thousands of dollars over 
the years, thanks to the motivated students and staff who have participated. It has 
grown over the years; all thanks to my incredibly supportive department.  
Q: What are your goals for this year? 
A: I am working with my department to get a new fitness elective class for 
students. I think it will be an excellent opportunity for students to use our new 
fitness center and learn lifetime activities. I’m also looking forward to starting a 
Farm-to-School program with my health classes in the Spring. 
Q: What is the best part of your school day? 
A: Hands down, it’s 
working with my 
department. They are 
an amazing and 
encouraging group of 
people that I am lucky 
to work with everyday. 
I also enjoy interacting 
with students every 
day. I especially love 
when I can workout 
with the students and 
get involved in the 
sports/activities with 
them.  

Congratulations, Mr. McLaughlin -  
FMS Paraprofessional of the Year  
By: Eliana Montas 
In December at the FMS holiday assembly, our school administrators 
announced special staff award winners for the school year.  The 
Paraprofessional of the Year was awarded to Mr. Tom McLaughlin who 
works with the students in the severe autism program. We interviewed “Mr. 
Tom” to get to know him better. 
Q: How many years have you been working as a Paraprofessional?  
A: I’ve had this job for twelve years right here in 
Franklin Township.  
Q: Have you had (or do you currently have) other jobs in the District? 
A: I also work as the Site Manager for Athletics at FMS - HSC and SGS 
and at FHS for the last ten years.  
Q: Were you surprised when you were announced as the winner of the 
award?  
A: Oh yeah! This was not something that I even thought about or 
considered, but it is nice to be recognized. 
Q: Who are some of the people you might thank for helping you achieve 
this? 
A: I’m grateful for all of the teachers that I have worked with, especially 
Mr. Nick Solomon, whom I worked with my first two  years at FMS. 

Q: What do you enjoy most about your job?  
A: I’m happiest when I see progress from our students both academically 
and socially. 
Q: When you wake up every day to go to work, what is the thing you look 
forward to the most? 
A: I enjoy working to find that one certain element that will make a 
difference in the student and help him or her to achieve success.  

 
Spring Is Here, or Is It? - The Knightly Warrior Comic 
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Hot or Not 
Tik-Tok (Musical.ly) 

By: Kaitlyn Eckhart & 
Josephine Osenenko  

Musical.ly- now known as Tik 
Tok- was the biggest trend during the 2015-16 era. But is it 
still as popular as it used to be? 
A Money-Making App 
Rumor has it, that popular musers on the app make quite a 
large amount of money. According to Musical.ly / Tik Tok, 
the top 10 performers made around an average $46,000 
over a two-week period near the beginning. Apparently, 
live.ly (the live app) can be monetized, and money ranging 
from five cents to fifty dollars can be sent to the person 
livestreaming. And although musers can rack up a hefty 
sum, Apple iTunes takes around 30% of the profit while 
Tik Tok takes 20%. This results in getting only half of what 
was first earned.  
Many YouTubers that have previously been famous on Tik 
Tok have benefited a lot from it.  For example, the celebrity 
muser/YouTuber who goes by the stage name Baby Ariel, 
(Ariel Martin) has about 29.1 million followers on Tik Tok. 
On YouTube, she has 3.1 million people that are subscribed 
to her and follow her content. It is safe to say that her 
subscribers on YouTube came from Tik Tok. Without the 
musical social media app, Baby Ariel’s following would 
definitely be smaller. 
What Do Our Classmates Think?  
We have talked to many people 
and we can say that lots of people 
have the app. But what are their 
exact thoughts on it? Arianna H. 
says that, “TikTok is a great way 
for students to express 
themselves.” Marisa S. thinks, 
“TikTok makes me laugh.” 
Eighth grader Lilian J. stated, 
“They should have never updated 
it.” Obviously, of the students we 
talked with, there are numerous 
mixed opinions. But, let’s take a look at the facts. 
So is it Hot, or Not? 
After reviewing the more popular side of Tik Tok, and the 
more unspoken side, is it actually as much of a trend as it 
was a few years ago? Well, before Musical.ly transitioned 
into Tik Tok, it was getting approximately 100 million 
visits per month. In the beginning of 2018, the social media 
platform was the hottest iOS app to download.  In 
conclusion, Tik Tok’s popularity has not gone down since 
it was a hit among ten and eleven year olds back in 2016; it 
is just that the kids obsessed with the app two years ago 
have now grown out of it, and younger ones have joined. 

 
The Book Corner 
By: Lindsey Heyman 

What is the best book to read while 
curling up by a warm fire and having 
some hot chocolate? The Land of 
Stories: The Enchantress Returns! This 
is the second book in The Land Of 
Stories series, and probably the best. 
This book will keep you on the edge of 
your seat, (or couch) the whole time you 
read it. Our favorite fairy tale characters, 

Alex, Conner, and the fairy godmother are on a quest to 
save the world against the evil enchantress who was the 
most powerful fairy in the fairy tale world. (You may know 
her as Sleeping Beauty and Belle’s enchantress.) She not 
only wants to rule the fairy tale world, but any world she 
can get her hands on, including ours. Will she succeed? 
Will Alex and Conner defeat her? Find out in this 
book.(Don’t forget to read the Land of Stories, the first 
book in this series.) 

 Wrestling 
By: Citlaly Condado 

Wrestling is your second family, they’re your support group 
Wrestling is a game of chess, every move done for a reason 

Wrestling is war, the mat a battlefield, your headgear, shoes, and 
singlet your armor, and the only weapon you need is yourself and 

confidence 

Winning on the Mats for FMS Wrestling  
By: Citlaly Condado 

Wrestling Warriors are on top of the world this year with season-ending record of 13-0 ! Thanks 
to our amazing coaches Mr. Crouse and Mr. Hamilton, who train and support our 40 wrestlers 
through the winter season. From my perspective as a first year team member, wrestling isn’t just 
a sport, it’s something that helps you with discipline, self-motivation, and work -- not just as a 
team, but as a family. Throughout the season, most wins were easy, but there were those matches 
that were really tough. However, no matter the score, our wrestlers always pushed forward. This 
year our wrestling Warriors battled to win the League Championship, where more than 10 
wrestlers won individual medals, whether 3rd, 2nd, or 1st. Behind the scenes, there is also one 
person who deserves a huge amount of credit --Talitha Melimbe, for always keeping track of our 
scores and having to deal with so many relentless wrestlers.  

 
Basketball Sports Wrap-Up 
By: Warrior Spirit Staff 
Congratulations to both our Boys and Girls Basketball teams for finishing at the top of our 
Division. The Girls team were Division Champions with a 15-3 record. The Boys made it all the 
way to the semifinals (13 - 4), being just one game away from competing for the Championship 
title. Eighth grade shooting guard, Trevor Moncrease, said this: “The experience was great while 
it lasted. I enjoyed playing with my friends and everything about the team -- the coaches to the 
players, was great.” We are proud of our Warriors for playing with such heart and showing our 
community that they are truly champions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See us in color in the FMS@HSC Virtual Backpack on our Homepage!               4 



Issue 2//2019 
 

Staying Healthy 101- Tips from Nurse McNee 
By: Dhrumi Pandya 

1. Try to avoid close contact with sick people  
2. While sick with flu or other illness stay home for at least 

twenty-four hours  
3. Wash your hands with soap and water; often  
4. Cover your mouth and nose with your elbow when you 

sneeze or cough  
5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth (germs spread 

this way)  
6. Clean and disinfect surfaces that can have germs on them 

 Box Tops, Box Tops, Box Tops!  
Clip Box Tops from your favorite products and place 
them into the collection 
containers in the 
cafeteria. We have 
raised $135 so far. Each 
box top is worth 10 
cents. Help out 
FMS@HSC as Box 
Tops are free money for 
our school and that money is in turn used to help 
decrease the cost of end-of-year activities.  

 

Do a Good Deed: FMS Food Drive 
The FMS Student Council will be hosting a food drive from now until April 18th. The 
donation will benefit the Franklin Township Food Bank. All Language Arts classes will 
have a box for the Easter/Passover season.  
Please be generous; show empathy; be a good citizen. 
 
The Food Bank is specifically looking for soup, peanut butter, tuna, jelly, cereal, 
stuffing, canned spaghetti, canned vegetables, but all non-perishable donations are 
appreciated. (No glass jars, please!) 
 
Thank you for support and for helping to show Franklin Township that FMS cares! 
 

 Lost and Found -- News Flash! 
Items in the Lost and Found are to be donated next week. Be 
sure to pick up your items from the Lost and Found located 
inside the cafeteria.  

 

 

Navigating Naviance 
By: Rudra Pandya 

This past January, every 
student from FMS@HSC was 
introduced to an online app called 
Naviance to promote the FMS College 
and Career Readiness initiative.  Mrs. 
Quiyon Peters, Guidance Counselor 

and the Naviance expert at our school, put it like this, 
“Naviance is an online college and career exploratory tool 
that is used to prepare students for their colleges 
experiences and future careers. Our middle school 
students have an advantage over others in our state and 
country because typically this tool is used in high school. 
It is the hope of the counseling department and FMS 
administration that students will regularly access 
Naviance to begin planning for their college and career 
experiences.” Once you log into Naviance, you can not 
only search for colleges and careers but you can also write 
about yourself, set goals, and receive messages from 
school counselors. These are just a few examples of the 
endless amount of things you can accomplish through 
Naviance. Believe it or not, even though we are still in 
middle school -- our future begins now. So, get on line 
today. 
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